Marine stakeholder engagement

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) Report

As part of the launch of the public consultation on the
updated UK Marine Strategy (Part 1), JNCC staff with
colleagues from Cefas and Plymouth University, attended a
Defra organised stakeholder engagement event. This gave
scientific experts the opportunity to present the strategy and
to answer questions from key stakeholders. The updated
strategy provides an assessment of progress towards
achieving Good Environmental Status and is the culmination
of six years hard work from all those involved.
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/marine/updated-uk-marinestrategy-part-one MOAT: https://moat.cefas.co.uk

WeBS is the principal scheme for monitoring the UK’s wintering
waterbird populations and provides an important indicator of
their status and the health of wetlands. WeBS is a partnership
jointly funded by JNCC, British Trust for Ornithology and
the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, in association
with the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust. Fieldwork is conducted
by thousands of volunteers - in 2017/18 3,195 volunteers
surveyed a record 2,847 sites across the UK’s estuaries
and large inland waters. The latest WEBs report is available
online at: https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/webs/
publications/webs-annual-report

Dora’s party at The Palace
Our Finance and Procurement
Advisor Dora Iantosca has
been recognised for 25 years’
exemplary service with JNCC.
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Dora was invited to a Royal
Garden Party at Buckingham
Palace last month to mark her
milestone and attended with her
daughter Lucy.
Congratulations Dora!

Tackling marine litter in Belize
JNCC’s Emma Novak joined
colleagues from Cefas and
Natural England as part of the
Commonwealth Litter Program in
Belize. The team are collecting
valuable information, and are working
with stakeholders and communities
to educate and tackle marine litter
and plastic pollution. The data will
inform policy and action to reduce
marine litter in the country. Find out
more about the program at:
https://www.cefas.co.uk/clip

For more than 25 years JNCC has provided robust evidence and trusted advice on nature conservation to enable
UK governments to achieve their policy objectives. As a public body we also work in partnership with business
and society. Our people are dedicated to providing high-quality evidence and advice on the natural environment for
the benefit of current and future generations. Our vision is to be a world-leading provider of innovative solutions,
placing nature at the heart of sustainable wealth and wellbeing.

OpenSeaLab hackathon

JNCC’s Helen Lillis presented at the kick-off event
for the OpenSeaLab ‘hackathon’. This event marked
the official opening of applications to participate in
the ‘hackathon’ which is taking place in September in
Ghent, Belgium.
The free three-day ‘hackathon’ aims to put Europe’s
marine data to work to find innovative solutions to
problems around environmental protection, the ‘blue
economy’ and ‘blue society’. Teams will compete to
develop novel marine and maritime applications using
EMODnet, ICES and Copernicus Marine’s wealth of
marine data and services.

Montserrat Coral Reef Action Plan

JNCC’s Dr Jane Hawkridge, Amanda Gregory and
Laura Cornick visited the UK Overseas Territory of
Montserrat in the Caribbean meeting with Permanent
Secretary Eulyn Silcott-Greaves, Directors of
Environment and Agriculture and staff from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Trade, Land, Housing and
Environment. JNCC was there to support the
Conflict, Stability and Security Fund (CSSF)-Official
Development Assistance (ODA) funded work by
Montserrat to progress their Coral Reef Action Plan.

No previous experience is required! Experts will
be there to help build teams, lead workshops and
coach you to bring your innovative ideas into working
solutions. http://www.opensealab.eu/2019

National Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP)
The NBMP is run by the Bat Conservation Trust, in
partnership with JNCC, and supported and steered by
Natural England, Natural Resources Wales, Northern
Ireland Environment Agency and Scottish Natural
Heritage. Last year nearly 1,000 dedicated volunteer
citizen scientists carried out surveys at 1,907 sites
across the UK. The survey results allow for estimating
population trends for 11 of the 17 species of bat which
breed in the UK. Read the highlights and download
the full report: http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-7742

Seabirds Count

May saw the start of the JNCC team carrying out their
Seabirds Count surveys.
The Seabirds Count census, developed by the
Seabird Monitoring Partnership, is coordinated by
JNCC; the aim is to survey all of the UK and Ireland
coastline, as well as inland and urban colonies.
Census work began in 2015 and, to date, has
incorporated data collected by both volunteers and
professional surveyors, including from ongoing annual
monitoring. Census data are essential for assessing
seabird population health and understanding the
conservation status of our internationally-important
seabirds. The data provide insights into the effects of
climate change on marine environments and inform
marine management. Keep up-to-date:
https://twitter.com/JNCC_UKseabirds
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If you have any comments, would like to know more about the work
featured in this bulletin or would like to join our mailing list please
email communications@jncc.gov.uk
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