
     

Offshore renewable energy developers step in to help 

complete vital seabird count  

 
20 June 2019  

 

A group of offshore renewable energy companies has provided a much-needed financial boost 

to ‘Seabirds Count’, the fourth national census of the UK’s breeding seabird populations. 

Thanks to equal funding contributions from EDF Renewables (EDF Renewables), Moray 

Offshore Windfarm (West) Limited (Moray West), Red Rock Power Limited (Red Rock Power) 

and SSE Renewables, alongside support from government and conservation charities, the 

count is now set for completion in 2020.  

 

Seabird censuses in Britain and Ireland began with Operation Seafarer in 1969-70, followed by 

two further censuses, the Seabird Colony Register Census in 1985-88 and Seabird 2000. 

Initiated in 2015, Seabirds Count is the latest in the series.  

 

The census aims to make an accurate count of 25 species of seabirds – an estimated eight 

million birds when last counted at the turn of the century – across more than 10,000 sites in 

Britain and Ireland. Such a mammoth task is made possible through the hard work of dedicated 

volunteers and specialist surveyors, and charities and government nature conservation bodies 

operating under the guidance of the Seabird Monitoring Programme Partnership, coordinated 

by the JNCC.  

 

The census will provide essential data on the health of the UK’s globally important seabirds and 

support efforts to protect them for future generations to enjoy. EDF Renewables, Red Rock 

Power and SSE Renewables companies have each contributed £120,000 and Moray West will 

shortly make a further contribution of £120,000 (resulting in a combined total of £480,000) to 

help fund the deployment of specialist surveyors and charter boats in Scotland over the next 

two years to survey in difficult to reach locations. Surveys of other parts of Britain and Ireland 

have, however, largely been possible. Project management of these surveys is led by the Joint 

Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) with support from the RSPB, who are working on 

behalf of the Seabird Monitoring Programme Partnership. 

 

Thanks to the above contributions, survey work for this breeding season is now well underway, 

with teams of surveyors heading to some of the most remote, inaccessible and spectacular 

parts of Scotland, such as St Kilda. In addition to cliff-nesting seabird species such as black-

legged kittiwake, they will also be counting rarer species such as European storm-petrels, 

Leach’s storm-petrels and Manx shearwaters. These are some of the most difficult seabirds to 

survey as they are nocturnal, and nest hidden in burrows and rock crevices. Specialist survey 

methods will be deployed by playing recordings of their calls and recording the number of 

responses received from the birds. 

 

In the year 2000, St Kilda held approximately 45,000 breeding pairs of Leach’s storm petrel, 

representing 94% of the British and Irish population (Mitchell et al., 2003). The Seabirds Count 

census will provide an up to date assessment of the population trend of this species in Britain 

and Ireland. 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-7413
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1550


     

 

 

Leach’s storm petrel: Steve Round (rspb-images.com)* 

 

JNCC Spokesperson and Seabirds Count Coordinator, Daisy Burnell, said: 

“The Seabird Monitoring Programme Partnership is hugely grateful to EDF Renewables, Moray 

West, Red Rock Power and SSE Renewables for their contributions. Their funding comes at a 

critical moment and will help to secure important data, which combined with data collected by 

the dedicated Seabirds Count volunteers and partner organisations, will allow a robust 

assessment of the health of our internationally important seabird populations to be made.” 

 

RSPB Spokesperson and Senior Conservation Scientist, Dr Allan Perkins, said: 

“Seabirds are under huge pressure from climate change and other human-induced changes to 

the marine environment.  Offshore wind is part of the solution to climate change, so it is great 

to see offshore wind energy developers taking positive action to improve our understanding of 

how seabirds use our seas and coasts. Ultimately, the offshore wind sector will also be able to 

benefit as the data could help ensure new offshore windfarms are located to avoid the most 

important places for seabirds.” 

 

A spokesperson on behalf of the four wind developers said:  

“Seabird populations can be affected by a range of factors, not least by climate change. As 

responsible renewable energy developers investing in a net zero carbon economy, we are keen 

to ensure that we understand any potential impacts wind farm projects may have on seabird 

populations in the UK. With more offshore wind farms being constructed in Scotland over the 

forthcoming years, these findings will help inform the environmental impact assessment process 

for future developments.  

- ENDS - 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

o The Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) is the public body that advises the 

UK Government and devolved administrations on UK-wide and international nature 

conservation.  JNCC is responsible for identifying and providing conservation 

advice on Marine Protected Areas in UK offshore waters (beyond 12 nautical 

miles). (http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=4524) 

 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6849
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6849
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=4524


     

o The RSPB is the UK’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give 

nature a home. Together with our partners, we protect threatened birds and wildlife so 

our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life once again. We play a leading role 

in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership of nature conservation organisations. 

(The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England 

and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654) 

 
o In addition to the contributions from renewable energy companies, the Seabird 

Monitoring Programme Partnership has been funded by contributions from The 

Seabird Group, the Scottish Government, Department for Environment Food and Rural 

Affairs and the UK statutory nature conservation agencies (including Natural Resource 

Wales, Scottish Natural Heritage, Natural England & Department of Agriculture, 

Environment & Rural Affairs NI). 

 

o Moray Offshore Windfarm (West) Limited is the developer of the Moray West Offshore 

Windfarm in the Moray Firth (“Moray West”). Moray West is currently owned 67% by 

EDP Renewables (EDPR) and 33% by ENGIE and is one of the projects which is 

intended to be developed by the 50/50 joint venture, announced in May 2019, which 

will be established between EDP and ENGIE for fixed and floating offshore wind. The 

new JV will be the exclusive investment vehicle of EDP (through its subsidiary EDPR) 

and ENGIE to harness offshore wind energy opportunities around the world, as well as 

being one of the five largest offshore wind energy operators globally. It currently has 

1.5 GW of installed capacity under construction and a further 4.0 GW in the pipeline 

(which includes Moray West). 

 

o SSE Renewables is a leading developer and operator of renewable energy and has a 

diverse portfolio of assets and projects including onshore wind; offshore wind; flexible 

hydro; run-of-river hydro and pumped storage. SSE Renewables has the largest 

operational renewables portfolio by capacity across the UK and Ireland of over 4GW 

and also has the largest consented offshore wind pipeline of any UK company at 

3.3GW. 

 

o EDF Renewables is one of the UK’s leading renewable energy companies which 

develops, builds and operates generation projects with a focus on onshore and 

offshore wind as well as battery storage technology and new technologies. The 

company already operates more than 965MW (including 496 MW in Scotland) and has 

more than 2GW in development including the 450 MW Neart na Gaoithe offshore wind 

farm project. We have more than 1 GW of consented projects. The company is a Joint 

Venture between EDF Energy and EDF Renouvelables. 

 

o Red Rock Power Limited is a growing, European energy company based in Scotland 

and owned by global power generation company, SDIC Power. Offshore assets 

include Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm, a proposed development 15km off the Angus 

Coast which is fully owned by Red Rock Power subsidiary, Inch Cape Offshore 

Limited. The company also owns a 25 per cent share of Beatrice Offshore Wind Farm 

which completed construction in May 2019. 

 



     

o *An image of a Leach's storm petrel can be downloaded without the watermark by 

clicking on this link and using the following log in details: 

 

http://www.rspb-images.com/respages/storysetsignon.aspx?key=4d0aee96-7292-

4c9c-bcea-0dba62991fff 

  

Username: Seabirds 

Password: Count 

 
The image must be credited to “Steve Round (rspb-images.com)” if used. 
 

 

 

 

For further information contact: 

 

JNCC: communications@jncc.gov.uk  Tel: 01733 866839 

Twitter:       @JNCC_UK 

Facebook:  @JNCCUK 

LinkedIn:    www.linkedin.com/company/JNCC 

 

RSPB: Tel: 0131 317 4100 
Twitter:  @RSPBScotland 
Facebook:  @RSPBScotland 
 

http://www.rspb-images.com/respages/storysetsignon.aspx?key=4d0aee96-7292-
http://www.rspb-images.com/respages/storysetsignon.aspx?key=4d0aee96-7292-
mailto:communications@jncc.gov.uk
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